196               EDUCATION   IN   FASCIST   ITALY
Tullio Levi-Civita to be a member of the Pontifical Academy
on the morrow of the publication of the list of the Accademici
d'ltalia. The Jewish teachers in secondary and elementary
schools were relatively many fewer than in the universities; and
their presence as Jews was hardly ever noticed. Nor was there
any distinction drawn by teachers, students, or families between
educational books written by Jews and those written by non-
Jews; the fact that some among the most widely circulated text-
books for the secondary schools had been written by Jewish
authors had never provoked any objection from any quarter; and
it is certain that very few of the hundreds of thousands or rather
millions who studied geometry in the 'Enriques e Amaldi'
suspected that the former was other than an Italian of Spanish
origin.
The name of 'race* (razza) had no meaning in the normal
language of the schools except as a means to divide the human
kind into the four approximate groups of white, yellow, black,
and red; or for the purpose of distinguishing breeds of domestic
animals. More scientific anthropology made use of the word in
other connexions as well; but even there* all possible definitions
were very far from what would have satisfied Rosenberg or his
Italian imitators. The conceptions that, for people of the
average culture, stood nearer to that of race in the meaning
borrowed from Germany were those of popolo and stirpe; but
both were so strictly connected with the mutable course of
history, so intimately expressive of a mixture of the most various
elements that had contributed to the manifold aspects of civiliza-
tion in the Italian peninsula and islands, and so immediately
identified with the conception of the Italian-speaking com-
munity, that nothing less than the acrobatic efforts of a pseudo-
science at the service of politics might hope to introduce into the
language of the schools the usage of rcu&za italiana as meaning a
real thing. The attempt to spread the conviction that the Italian
race existed, at least as something exclusive of the Jews, was made
both through the * separation' of the two * races', and through
propaganda and timid hints in the teachings of subjects concerned
with that problem.
Legislation on racial matters was very drastic, more so in the
educational field than in others. Less than two months after the
racial c charter *, as it was later called, was published, and only
four days after the expulsion of all foreign Jews living in Italy,
even if naturalized after 1919, had been decreed, the Ministry of
Education issued the Royal Decree-Law no. 1390, of 5 September
1938, under the title * Provisions for the Defence of the Race in
Fascist Schools*. A series of other decrees which were soon